A course in basic Christianity
This course will deal with the fundamental concepts of Christianity. What do we believe, what is our faith all about, what does the Bible say about us and our relationship with God.

Question 

Who and what is man?

Made in the image of God 

What does it mean?

Created – breath of God in man not in animals

Man different from animals – awareness of God

Lie of Darwinism/Evolution

Debunk:

20k protein coding genes

3 to 6 billion DNA pairs

Age of the earth 6billion years life began 3.8 billion years ago with a bacteria
Mammals 200 million years ago
First Human 2 million years ago 

Evolution as a result of mutation is a joke – most mutations are toxic, no upward mutation have been observed, only reduction of existing genes.

Bible verse:knitted together in mothers womb

Discussion point:

Something made in the image of man?

What do we know about God?

· Triune

· Creative

· Love 

· Knowledge of good and evil

· Righteous

· Eternal

· Trinity – triune God

· autonomous

What about Man?
- created in the image of God

· man is creative, art, etc.

· triune spirit body and soul

· knowledge of good and evil

· autonomous

· fallen

· deceived

· part of a fallen creation

· something inside man tries to stay away from God, hide from God

Study the genesis story – creation of man and the fall of man!

Discuss the concept of deception!

Devil sold to eve everything she had and lied, no death, and be like God knowing good and evil, be wise! Lie – God is mean, next lie – she will not die!

Man was created as one being and then something was taken from man to create the woman. 

Why?

Unity of husband and wife!

Discussion point!

What does it mean to be male and female, Gods order in Genesis:

Woman leave and cleave

Man love the woman

Both to become one flesh

The fall

Consequence of sin

Fear of God

Curse of God: labour, pain, short lifespan

Immediate reaction: two sheep had to die, Adam and Eve were covered with sheep

Fall of creation, death entered into the world

Sin and bad behaviour

Failing righteousness – murder, godlessness etc

How to be right with God in ancient times:

· death in exchange for sin

· Abel offered God a sacrifice of sheep (blood)

· Cain offered grain – the fruit of something God has cursed

· To be right with God has to be done in God’s way not in our way!!!

· All ancient cultures knew about animal sacrifice for sin

Law of Moses
- still animal sacrifices to appease God

· God has chosen one nation to display his works to the world

· The law was given to Moses for the live for his people

· To organise human society

· To deal with sinful nature

How does man deal with is predicament:

· religion the attempt of man to approach God and reconcile with God

· do something good for something bad
· sacrifice an animal or something innocent – some religions sacrifice people

· do rituals in an attempt to appease God

Summary of Man!

1. Created and designed

2. Perfect to start of with

3. divided and united into man and woman

4. fallen through deception
5. curse of man – labour pains, work hard to survive, die for sin

Scriptures to look at
Genesis creation the fall

Romans: 1

Aspects to look at:

Post Modern understanding of man

Innately good but spoiled through the environment

Biblical view: rotten through to the bone, in need of salvation and renewed through the inner workings of the Holy Spirit

There are two sides warring against one another, God and the devil, Flesh and Spirit
We need to give room for the Spirit and to God in our lives.

Muslim understanding: man is corrupt and needs brought through to obedience through external control – sharia law

Buddhist understanding: man’s desire is a problem, kill the desire through abstinence and meditation and you will be ok – i.e. do nothing so you can’t do evil
Animist view: you need to connect to the spiritual world to purify
Hindu world view: fulfil your karma and hope for better re incarnation, endless cycle of life

